FROM ININCENOUS

ART TO AN EXCITING
SCREEN-BASED
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS,
CONTEMPORARY
SCULPTURES TO
PHOTOCRAPHIC
EXHIBITIONS, THE
MELBCGURME ART FAIR
CAN LEAVE YOU FEELING
RATHER CIDDY.
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CITY
OF ART

Cver the past 10 years we have
witnassed the nse of the art foar, with the
calendar dvided by moyor shows in Basel,
Hong Kong, London cnd Maw “ork Thay
howve emerged as crucial vehicles for galleres
Seaking to expand dudiences dnd to netwark
WIth Industry peers. Increcsingly, gallensts cre
abandoning permanent premises in favour of
a model which matenalises onling and at fars.

Establshaed 10 1860, the Melbourne Art Far
was founded by the Australan Commercidl
Callenes Association to present Australion
and irternational  contemporary  art. Now
preserted under the umbrela of the not-
for-profit Melbourne Art Foundction, the 2014
Melbourne Art Far, taking place from 13 — 17
August, promises to host the most expansive
programme of events to date. Indeed, the
term "farr' does not adequotely describe the
range of forums, programmes, workshops,
public art worlks, commissions cdnd tours
associated wath the event

The headquarters for the Melbourne Art
Fair 15 the Royal Exhibition Bulding where 70
gallenes display their waras across two lavels
The participating gellenes dre precdorninanty
besed i Australa and New Zedland cnd
in this woy offer an excellant oveniew of
contermpordry art from the region, Including
a strong selection of Indigenous art. The
elaborate  Victorian  hall 15 stucted  five
rminutes’ walk from the CBD in the herntage-
listed Carlton Cardens. The park features an
omamental lake, an eloborate fountan cnd
mature European tress — on ideal respite
from the senous business of the plastic darts

Annd  Pappas, charman  and  loyal
partiapant of the Art Foundction, asserts
that the 2014 far will push conceptual
boundanes. Scheduled for the Anna Pappas
Callery in Prahran 15 a survey exhibrion
of work by mercunal Bnsbane artist Luke
Roberts. The exhibition includes photogrophy,
painting, wideo and sculpture as well s
wunderkammers  [cabinets  of  wonder]
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crammed with all manner of objects raldting
to the arists ongoing exploration of 1dentity
At the opering right of the art far, Roberts
will engage his persona of Pope Alica to
"bless” the crowds

Mearwhile, Lisa Fehity wall host work by
dynamic collaboratve duo Ken and  Julic
“onetan across two venues. The arists, whao
hal from Japon and Australd, represented
Australid at the 2009 Venice Blenncle with
a confectionery version of the Crect Barrier
Reef. The Last Suppermaorket 15 o new project
concerved especidlly for the Melboume
Art For where all the goods dsplayed e
made entrety from white scait. At Fehily
Contemporand  in Colingwood, the same
artists wall disploy Crystal Paloce, o bewitching
suite of chandelers crafted from uranium
gloss. In each Instance, the Yonetanis
crecte dllunng tableaux that dlude to the
repercussions of ervironmeantal destruction

Michael Eather from Fireworks Callery in
Brisbane 15 o key contnbutor to the profie
of cortemporary Indigenols cdrt n Australic
At the fair, Ecther wall be promoting works by
tha Queensidnd drtist Roselid Mamok, whose
distinctive madernist tendencies merge with
the artist’s immediate neatural ervionment
At the Alcaston Callery stand Baverley Knight
will showease photographs by Samoan artist
Creg Sarmu. Samu's work combines conflicting
histoncal and culturdl referancas to explore
tha theme of displacement.

For collectors of art from the Asio-Pacific
region, there 15 o strong represertotion of
geillenas from Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan
and China. Pear Lam, director of gallenes
based throughout the region, will deliver the
keynote speech for the far Lam's gallery,
which has boses in Hong kong, Shangha
and Singopore, will exhibit a range of works
including the calligraphic explosions of Lan
Zhenghur and Wang Dongling

Another highlight will be the bulbous
sculptures by Ervan wurm, represented by
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Malbourne decler Annet Schwertz. Shown in
Mealbourne for the first tirme, Wurm s known for
his absurdist meditations on the relctionship
between obesity and consumer culture. At
the anna Schwartz Gallery in Finders Lane
we can look forwerd to an exhibition of new
sculptures by Denlel Crooks

The ntroduction  of o screen-bosed
programme  of events demonstrates  the
Incradsing vichility of video art as o collectible
object. MAF Mideo 15 o newly concewed
programme to be stoged dcross venues
Including  the Royal Extibition  Building,
Federation Square and Chin Chin restaurant
In Finders Lane Throughout ther tenure
as drectors of the Meboume gallery
Screenspace, curators Simone Hine and Kyle
welse hove rtroduced leading screen artists
to Melbourne.

It's sy to see how an art far in Melbourme,
a oty well-varsed 1n the use of unexpacted
venues for art, might manifest in o great
number of locales. Melbourne 15 home to
more than 200 gallenes, including o vast
number of expenmental Spaces N vacant
retaul areds. There 1S dlso o strong tendency
towards  the  site-specific  engogement
with buldings, laneserys and parks. 1t's not
unusucl, for excdmple, to find d sleak naon-It
sculpture in o lanewny othenwise populated
by bins

A surprising addition to the schedule this
wear 15 an exhibition to be staged in the retal
space of Aesop's flagship store on Calins
Street Curated by far ambassador Theodore
wWwohng  the exhibition  features  vearned,
delicate works by artists including Katherine
Huang and Madeline Kidd. Here, visitors dre
encouraged to curdte ther own wersion by
playing with the placement of the works 1IN
the distinctive phawood boxes which normally
house Agsop products,

In o grand new departure for 20 cutting-
edge gallenes, anew far wil be staged ot the
Iconic Windsor hotel, just five minutes' walk
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Erwin Wum's
Jogping Trouser sculpture; Jess MacMeil's Mebley
Green; Melboume Art Fair at the royal Exhibition
Building; netwarking with industry peers; Tomokazu
Matsuyama's Barber shop Affar; Ken and Julia

i; calli ic artist wang ling ; interiar
of the Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne Art Fair.

from the Royval Exhibition Bulding In d nod
to the tradtion of the Crammercy Park Hotel
fair in New vork, this invitation-only far ams
to unite group of gollenes with sympcthatic
ciesthetic interests. There il be an emphasis
on minmal and conceptual art by gallenes
fram New Yorl, Maw Zedland and Australo.

The nature of the refined yet decorative
backdrop of the hotel rooms will no doubt
make for some surprising contrasts, Callernes
represented 10 Spring 1883 indude Sarah
Cottier and Dawid Pestonus, dealers who
both maintain strong representation of well-
regarded minimal artists from Europe such
cis Cerald Miller, Andrecs Exner and Jan ven
der Ploeg

In o coup for Melbourne gallery Meon Parg,
Caoff Newton will be hosting cn exhibrtion
of posters and assoadted epharmerd by the
late Cerman grandfoather of gunge, Martin
Kippenberger Much-reverad, but rarely sean
In Australia, Kippenberger's Mut zumi Oriick
[courage to pring represents dn INCrecsing
tendency for commercial gallenes to stoge
exhibitions of o standard normally seen in the
public mMuseUm sector.

During ct trip to Florence in 1817 the Franch
athor Stendhal  wrote  of feeling  utterly
ovenwhelmed by the spails of the Renaissance
Since then, Stendhadl syndrome hds come
to charactense the dizziness and confusion
caused by exposure to maosterpieces. The
moral 15 clear f voure visting Melbourne
during this tme, it's Important to be systematic
cbout cllocating set tmes for wisiting the
VOrous events so as not to expenence
frustration it rmissing oLt 1t's also important to
factor in brecks so as to avold ary symptoms
of Stendhal's cunous condtion. ©
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